


As I write this letter, I am struck by how uniquely different this 
report is when compared to those in prior years. For the first 
time, this letter is written by someone other than our Founder 
and former Executive Director, Vincent Anthony. With a legacy 
spanning over forty years, Vince leaves the Center to enter 
(semi) retirement, confident in the impact of his vision to our 
city and to the international puppetry community. Throughout 
his career leading the Center, he has won numerous awards as 
a community and arts leader, and most importantly has won the 
hearts of generations of children across the Southeast. It is my 
honor to take the baton and care for that legacy into the future, 
and I am appreciative of the precious time he has spent with me 
during this transition. Thank you, Vince, for everything. 

The 2019-2020 fiscal year began with excitement as we 
launched the Center’s 41st Season—renewing the organization’s commitment to inspire new and 
returning patrons with its unique, holistic blend of presenting fully-staged theatrical puppetry 
performances, conducting hands-on, interactive workshops, and exhibiting our growing collection 
of museum artifacts. The summer saw the Center’s theaters filled with families enjoying theatrical 
performances and reveling in nostalgia during the ‘80s Family Film Festival weekend, and the 
Atrium transformed into the mystical world of Thra to celebrate the release of The Dark Crystal: 
Age of Resistance with The Dark Crystal Ball.

As the autumn of 2019 arrived in Atlanta, enthusiastic fans flocked to the Center to engage with 
the arts and celebrate milestones such as Jim Henson’s (and the Center’s) birthday with a Henson 
Cosplay Day in September, Sesame Street’s 50th anniversary in November, and of course, the 
holiday season with the return of the Center’s Rudolph the Red-Nosed ReindeerTM Family Series 
production. 

The puppetry community and kids of every age mourned the passing of Caroll Spinney in 
December 2019. The Center honored our friend by moving his two most recognizable characters, 
Oscar the Grouch and Big Bird, together in our Jim Henson Gallery where they can share the story 
of Mr. Spinney and his tremendous impact on Sesame Street and his friend, Jim Henson. 

The 2020 year started well with over 20,000 audience members joining us in the rainforest canopy 
to attend the world-premiere Family Series production of Stellaluna, based on Janell Cannon’s 
award-winning children’s book. With financial support from the Georgia Council for the Arts and 
the creative contributions of Burgess-Peterson Academy’s 2nd grade classes, the Center created 
its largest set to date, allowing audience members to watch Stellaluna—a fruit bat—and the other 
creatures of the Gambian rainforest fly freely amongst the trees. After Stellaluna’s seven-week run, 
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family audiences came to the Center to be mesmerized by Alex & Olmsted’s innovative Milo 
the Magnificent, and adult and teen audiences experienced grief and the unconditional love of 
a dog through New Owner, performed by the Australian company The Last Great Hunt. By the 
middle of March, the Center had welcomed over 100,000 visitors through its doors, including 
over 50,000 children who came to the Center on field trips with their schools, daycares, and 
other community groups.

In March of 2020, and for the first time since 1978, the Center was forced to cancel all on-
site programming; its theaters fell dark, its classrooms emptied, and its artifacts sat isolated 
from their adoring patrons. However, with crisis comes innovation, and with creativity and 
inspiration as key components of the Center’s mission, the Center’s award-winning Digital 
Learning team ramped up their studios and quickly brought live, interactive puppet shows 
and workshops to children isolated at home around the world. Through the newly minted 
Center@Home program, our creative teams across the Center were able to offer free and low-
cost performances, workshops, museum tours, and educational segments designed to blend 
puppetry arts with educational content in a virtual format. By the end of May 2020, the Center 
had produced and shared over 100 hours of free content with over 200,000 households all 
across the United States and in 88 countries around the world, leading Atlanta Magazine to 
include the Center in its Best of 2020 List as the city’s “Best Home Edutainment” option.

With the support of Center staff, the guidance and leadership of the Board, and the financial 
support of all of our generous donors, we were able to use the slower time resulting from the 
pandemic to incubate ideas for when the Center reopened.  We are optimistic and excited 
about our future! We adapted much of the Center’s regular programming so we could begin 
offering and selling it in a digital format for the first time to the public, and we developed the 
rigorous cleaning and social distancing protocols that would enable us to begin a phased 
reopening beginning in the late summer of 2020. Our successes were hard-earned, but as 
spring yielded to summer once more, the Center began to think less of what we couldn’t do 
and more of what we will do to engage with our fans and patrons in this “new normal.”

In the end, FY19-20 proved to be a chaotic, uncertain year for everyone, but it also proved to 
be a transformational year for the Center by revealing its strength and resilience. Perhaps that 
shouldn’t come as a surprise. After all, Vince chose to build the Center in Atlanta because he 
saw something special here; every flame needs a catalyst, and for this city, artistic expression 
serves as an ethereal spark. Atlanta is the city of resurgence. We continue to rebuild and renew 
ourselves after each crisis, and this one shall be no different. Similarly, by adapting to meet the 
future head-on, the Center was able to serve the community and remain an essential part of 
Atlanta’s artistic landscape. So, on behalf of the Center’s staff and Board of Directors, thank you 
for helping us get through this tumultuous year. With your support, the Center’s creative spark 
endures.

Sincerely,
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Following nearly two years in design and development, Stellaluna, based on the best-selling 
children’s book by Janell Cannon, made its debut at the Center for Puppetry Arts. Ms. Cannon 
graciously traveled to Atlanta from San Francisco for a series of press events, a book signing, and 
a special performance followed by a Q&A with the audience, moderated by the Center’s Artistic 
Director, Jon Ludwig.  

As part of the development of Stellaluna, the Center continued the collaborative tradition of 
bringing thought-provoking and imaginative programming to young minds through its partnership 
with Atlanta Public Schools’ Burgess-Peterson Academy. Collaborations on productions such as 
Stellaluna foster creative exploration around narrative themes through myriad lenses, including 
reading and reflection activities that build meaningful connections between students and the 
source material, while exploring the themes of identity and acceptance.

Earlier in the season, the Center presented an eighties-style urban take on the classic tale of 
Beauty and the Beast and took audiences on an educational intergalactic adventure with SPACE! 
Critically-acclaimed visiting artists Alex and Olmsted of Maryland ignited creativity and curiosity 
with their popular production of Milo the Magnificent, and the Center brought frights and delights 
to audiences of all ages during the Halloween season with The Legend of Sleepy Silly Hollow by 
the Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers of Maine, as well as the Center’s own The Ghastly Dreadfuls 
for adults 18+. It was a year filled with fresh, unique, and stellar productions.

The Museum also increased the scope of its programming. Wiggle Wednesdays, the Museum 
Department’s weekly programming for toddlers, offered unique sensory and narrative experiences 
for young ones and their families to explore the world of puppetry. By combining music, 
movement, crafts, games, and puppet-led storytelling, this program is a unique example of the 
Center’s mission-infused programming. The Museum also worked with Sesame Street Live to bring 
part of the touring company to the Center for a special. Members of the cast came to the Center 
along with body puppets, Elmo and Grover. The sold-out evening included singing, dancing, 
puppet-making, and a photo op with the characters.

For adults, the Museum brought fans of The Dark Crystal into the expansive fantasy world of the 
film through the special exhibition: Jim Henson’s The Dark Crystal: Worlds of Myth and Magic. 
Museum-goers got an inclusive look behind the scenes at how Jim Henson developed the story, 
as well as its impact and enduring legacy. To celebrate the exhibition, the Center invited fans to 
attend The Dark Crystal Ball, an immersive event that transformed the Center into the fantasy 
world of Thra.
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EDUCATION
As a learning space, the Center is distinctive in weaving together the history, culture, 
and craft of puppetry to create unique learning experiences for every visitor. This 
extends beyond the Center’s physical location by way of Digital Learning programs, 
making one-of-a-kind experiences like the Worlds of Puppetry Museum accessible 
to anyone across the world through digital tours. 
 
Create-A-Puppet Workshops™, one of the Center’s flagship offerings, give 
participants of all ages the opportunity to build their own puppet alongside our 
friendly and knowledgeable staff. Of note, among these experiences this year was 
A Pickle of Pink Elephants: The Atlanta Beltline Lantern Parade Puppet Workshop, 
where adult enthusiasts assembled elephant rod puppets with animated trunks! 
These workshops promote hands-on learning and accompany many of the Center’s 
productions throughout the season.
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The Center continued its history of collaborative learning and outreach with 
partnerships between Burgess-Peterson Academy, Girl Scouts STEM Days 
programming, and by building sensory-friendly experiences for neurodiverse 
individuals with learning differences or ASD. By taking individual differences into 
account, the Center expanded the reach of educational programming beyond 
neurotypical audiences and facilitated tailored experiences grounded in inclusion 
and accessibility.
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In June, the Center was honored to present the Chen His-Huang Puppet Troupe 
of Taipei, Taiwan, led by a fifth-generation master puppeteer. This company is 
considered a national treasure in Taiwan, presenting a dazzling display of puppet 
martial arts and acrobatics. In addition to the performance, the Center also hosted a 
reception for the Mayor of Taipei in celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Taipei-
Atlanta Sister Cityhood.

Community connections allowed the Center to bring unique puppetry experiences 
to a plethora of audiences and strengthen its network of support with the local 
community, nationally and beyond. The Center connected with the global 
community through diverse programming, allowing audiences to experience where 
culture and puppetry intersect. Discovery Days: Discover Europe invited patrons 
to explore folktales from England and Italy, as well as learn about French puppetry 
styles in a hands-on Puppet Creation Station experience.  

COMMUNITY
GLOBAL, LOCAL
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The Center remained active in the Atlanta community with a presence at Dragon 
Con 2019, bringing the rich history of Jim Henson’s impact on the world of puppetry 
to convention-goers in innovative ways. Representation at local events included 
the East Atlanta Village Strut and the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Christmas 
Parade where the Center’s new Phoenix puppet made public appearances. The 
Center also supported Macy’s Believe campaign and their Make-A-Wish Foundation 
by participating in Fair Saturday (an international initiative to have artists/arts 
organizations donate profits from revenue earned the Saturday after Thanksgiving to 
human service organizations around the world).  

Thanks to a generous grant from The Coca-Cola Foundation, the Center was able to 
offer 3,388 students deeply-discounted (and in some cases, free) admissions via the 
Field Trip Fund. Additionally, The Coca-Cola Foundation was the presenting sponsor 
of the Center’s Sensory-Friendly Sundays in 2020, enabling over 800 patrons and 
their families to visit the Center and enjoy a supportive and welcoming environment 
for individuals with sensory-processing conditions (such as Autism Spectrum 
Disorder).
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THE PIVOT
With the unprecedented challenges brought on by COVID-19, the Center explored 
new opportunities to serve our audiences. Stellaluna closed just before the start of 
the pandemic. To protect the community and the staff, the Center closed its doors 
in March and shifted exclusively to digital learning and experiences.

Knowing that many parents and children were homebound, the Center moved 
quickly to provide free programming through our Digital Learning platform and 
social media, producing over one hundred digital programs watched by over 
200,000 people across 89 different countries in just two months. Many of these 
programs were free in an effort to support families at a time of uncertainty and fear.

As the pandemic continued, the Center brought in visiting artists as well as artists-
in-residence to offer online puppet shows and curriculum-based workshops. The 
Center also moved its archival library online, offering some of the exciting and 
beloved archival works digitally for the first time. 
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In addition, Pete the Cat author James Dean, Stellaluna author Janell Cannon, 
and Ruth and the Green Book author Calvin Ramsey were kind enough to join the 
Center for several Zoom events that included the archival screening of the puppet 
shows followed by Q&A sessions with the authors.

The Center’s pandemic response included the return of Safety Dog, a wonderful 
character initially created in partnership with DeKalb County CEO Burrell Ellis, with 
support from the county’s Board of Commissioners, School System and Public 
Library, alongside The Humana Foundation. Conceived as a response to the 2008 
H1N1 outbreak, Safety Dog returned with an announcement to highlight precautions 
the Center implemented to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

In April, the Center hosted a virtual town hall for the puppetry field to explore the 
impact that COVID-19 was having on American puppeteers. As a unique example 
of our values in action, this forum was instrumental to the Center living its mission 
to support the people behind the puppets. That same month, the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution ran an article highlighting the Center’s streaming performances and 
expanded lineup of digital learning activities and workshops. The exposure provided 
the Center with opportunities to bring programming directly to audiences while 
simultaneously creating new pathways for exposure and support worldwide. During 
this crisis, the Center was particularly grateful for the significant financial support 
from The Jim Henson Foundation.

Safety Dog returned to facilitate education and 
understanding around the Center’s coronavirus response.

On April 15th, the Center held its first ever virtual board meeting! 
Interim Executive Director, Beth Schiavo, shared the success 
of the Center’s @ Home programming, which was viewed over 
100,000 times from 48 different countries around the world!
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Inspire every generation

Provide artistic experiences

Unlock imagination

Promote the inspiring magic of puppetry 

Support the people behind the puppets

OUR VALUES  
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Beau Brown hosts Mid-Week Monitor Night, an interactive 
workshop where interested parties can practice puppetry 
for film and television!

Beauty and the Beast cast members Greg Hunter and 
Jimmica Collins were featured on the cover of The Atlanta 
Voice! This creative ensemble shared art and inclusion 
with international audiences through their memorable 
performance together. 



Center puppeteers partnered with Queen Elsa of 
Arendelle and her sister Anna to bring holiday cheer 
to visitors at Colony Square.

Center puppeteers Brian, 
Dolph, Kristin, and Maggie 
rehearse ‘We are Santa’s 
Elves’ for the holiday 
production of Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer™.

In October, Center Founder, Vincent Anthony, 
was interviewed by WSB-TV anchor, Carol Sbarge, 
shedding light on the Center’s enduring legacy and 
the power of puppetry as a narrative medium.

The Center’s production of Harold and the Purple Crayon received 
Suzi Bass Award nominations in all five Theater for Young Audiences 
categories – winning the award for Outstanding Design at the 
November 4 ceremony which took place at the Conant Performing 
Arts Center.
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Brought to life by Center 
puppeteers, the Phoenix 
sparked joy at the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta’s 
Christmas Parade.

The January world premiere of Jon Ludwig’s adaptation 
of Stellaluna exceeded all expectations! The Center 
had the honor of hosting acclaimed Stellaluna author/
illustrator, Janell Cannon, on opening weekend.



Performances

$646,553

Programming

$2,754,888

Individual & Board Support

$252,532

Museum Exhibits & Programs

$396,428

Management & Administrative

$786,738

Membership

$229,288

Education & Digital Learning Programs

$309,313

Fundraising

$360,515

Grants (Corporate, Foundation, Community Groups)

$597,723

Other

$229,180

Government Grants

$134,423

Total Earned Income

$1,581,474

Total Operating Expenses*

$3,902,141 

Total Contributed Income

$1,405,758

In-Kind Support

$217,053

Endowment & Other Funds Released for Operations  

$100,000

Total Operating Income

$3,304,285

Earned

Fundraising Events / Galas

$191,792

REVENUE

*Excludes depreciation15

Contributed

Expenses



On-Site

Off-Site

Totals

Family Series Performances
73,531

New Directions Series Perfor-
mances

Museum Programs*
18,655

Education Programs
5,881

Education Programs
14,632

Totals

108,714

Totals

5,881

Total Attendance

114,595

Family Series Performances
73,531

New Directions Series Performances
1,896 

Museum Programs
77,313 

Education Programs
20,513 

ATTENDANCE

*Museum offsite attendance is Jul-Aug 2018 estimate for airport 
exhibit. Exhibit closed Sep 2018 due to airport construction. 16
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July 1, 2019–June 30, 2020
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Jennifer N. Thompson
Jennifer Nash
Jennifer Navas
Jennifer Radding
Jennifer Schaeffer
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Kathleen Kulinski
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Katie D. Bradford
Katie Goette
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Katie Logan
Katie Orr
Katrina D. Tauchen Wortman and 
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Katrina Smith-Paggett
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Katy Sanders
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Kelli Grant
Kelly Hopkins
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Kelly Stevens
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Ken and Melissa Fineo
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Lauren Loden
Laurice Lambert
Lavona Currie
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Lindsay Kidd
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Mara Riddle
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Martha McLain
Marti Adams
Mary A. Madaris
Mary Ann Downey
Mary C. Golden
Mary Cowan
Mary Cox
Mary Elizabeth F. Hutchison
Mary Ellen Lockhart
Mary Katherine Bates
Mary Moran
Mary Mustin23



Mary Williams
Maryam Schwegman
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Melissa L. Wood
Melissa McFaddin
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Stacy McAllister
Stacy Ulmer
Stanton and Cortney Stafford
Stefanie Mayr
Steph A. Gaudin
Stephanie B. Callaway
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Tana Jo
Tanya Nikolova
Tara Cochran
Tara Sears
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Tennyson Mesquitte
Teresa Dau and Dr. Amanda L. 
McMillan
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Terri Stockman
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Thelma Crowley
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Therese Aun and Lorna Gentry
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Thomas and Catherine Mew
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Thomas Rockwood
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Tim O’Shea
Todd and Amanda Evans
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Tom and Pam Rosenburg
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Tracie Smith
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Veronica Lisenbee
Vicki Armstrong
Vicki Holt
Vicki Mabrey
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William D. Smith
William Daniels
William F. Snyder
William G. Nemeth and Merry Brodie
Yao Chen
Yavanee Stubbs
Yuan Tian
Yulia Carroll
Zariah Butler
Zayda Forero

26

Alice Wallace
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
BRAVE Public Relations
Caroly Wilcox and Frank Misiurski
Center for Puppetry Arts
Digital Arts Studio
Growl
Jeffrey Cornett and Dr. Edward Fernandez-Vila
Karen Portaleo
Kathleen Fortin
Kathy Littlefield
Leapfrog Services, Inc.
Lee Bryan
Margo Brinton, Ph.D. and Eldon Park
Mr. Joseph Emory
Papa John’s Pizza at Georgia Tech

Paula Falocco
Penguin Random House
Publix Super Markets Charities 
Renaissance Atlanta Midtown Hotel
Tamera Josephson
The Coca-Cola Company
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Thom and Lori Stanley
Wabe FM  90.1
WarnerMedia
WSB-TV Family 2 Family Project

Northside Hospital
Delta Community Credit Union
Kroger
American Signature Furniture

In-Kind Donors
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Matching Gift Companies

Google Matching Gifts Program
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Once For All Trust
Stanley Black & Decker

The Coca-Cola Foundation Matching Gift Center
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

In Honor Of:

Alyssa, Randall, and Zadie James
Michael Isham and Donald Gauld

Beth Schiavo
Dana Matsushita
Erin and Josh Morris
Patrick Walker
Deborah Kliing
Tamara Ellerbe
Rebecca Arnold
Samantha Vejay
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Musholt

Carol & Rob Van Leer
Ms. Linda Van Leer

Center for Puppetry Arts Wonderful & Hardworking Staff 
& Volunteers

Yee Family Charitable Fund

Daughter Dr. Jennifer Palmer, and her family: David Lee, 
Henry, and Bengi

Mary Palmer Family Foundation

Education
Nicolas Amortegui

Harry Cook
AT&T Charity Rewards

John Ezell
AT&T Charity Rewards

Judy and Ed Garland
Lubo Fund
Ms. Judy Morris Lampert
The J. Donald Childress Foundation

Nancy Staub
Bradford Clark

Vince Anthony and Barb
Lubo Fund
Elizabeth E. Smalley and Stephen P. Young
Beth and Edward Sugarman
Charles Loridans Foundation, Inc.

Zadie James
Ms. Anne Jessamyn Kuhns

In Memory Of:

Betty B. Stephens
Margo Brinton, Ph.D. and Eldon Park
Nancy B. Carithers
Mr. William Stephens

Bobby Box
Mr. Mark E. Brown

Gay Love
Dellmer B. Seitter
Margo Brinton, Ph.D. and Eldon Park
Nathan P. Corbitt
Ellis Fund
Lavona Currie

Jack St. George
Alan Keene
Kathryn L. Truesdell
Christy Price
Michael Ulliman

Martha ‘Mot’ Dinos
Anonymous
Laura Taylor

Maxine Nash
Anonymous

Zavella Jacobson
Bonnie Jacobson
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2019-2020

Board of Directors & Advisors

Officers & Executive Committee of the Board of Directors
Allen W. Yee, Chairman | The Coca-Cola Company

R. Michael Dunlap, Treasurer | Renasant Bank

Jeffrey Blake, Secretary | Merchant & Gould 

John T. Chandler, Jr. | Equifax Inc. (Retired)

Anne L. Cross | Bank of America Merrill Lynch 

Advisors
Robert H. Barnett | Conway MacKenzie

Christopher J. Chan | Sutherland

Katharene J. Garland | Community Volunteer

Diane K. Gray | Lyan & Associates

Lo Li Carper | Equifax, Inc.

Becky Riley | Northgate Arinso

Anne Taetle | Community Volunteer

Annie-York Trujillo | Community Volunteer

Rasmus Wegener, Ph.D. | Bain & Company, Inc.

Board of Directors
Jeffrey Blake | Merchant & Gould

Margo A. Brinton, Ph.D. | Georgia State University

Edward Cadagin | Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP

John T. Chandler, Jr. | Equifax Inc. (Retired)

Anne L. Cross | Bank of America Merrill Lynch

R. Michael Dunlap | Renasant Bank

Deborah Hicks Ellis | Community Volunteer

J. Cameron Hardin | Georgia Power Company

Cheryl Henson | The Jim Henson Foundation

Susan Pease Langford | Butler Snow, LLP

Vir Nanda | Community Volunteer

Russ Owen | Fifth Third Bank

Kristi Patterson | Bentley Systems

Matthew Pritchard | Google

Mary Lynn Realff | Georgia Institute of Technology

Mrs. H. Bronson Smith | Community Volunteer

Dana Sugar | PNC Bank

Allen W. Yee | The Coca-Cola Company
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